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GEN LE MEN, I - 


DT = A DUE Senſe of the Honour 
od did me, in calling me up 
co promote chat Charity from 


the Pulpit, which I have ever 
had the greateſt Zeal for; in- 
en guced me too haſtily to under- 

take the Tak, without ſufficiently conſi der- 
ing the Difficulty of it. They who had gone 
before, were ſo unconſcionable, as to leave 
3 nothing 


1. if 


— to | be fad « ON, this Subject, by any one 
after them. However, J muſt own great Ob- 
ligations to thole my worthy Brethren on 
that very Account: Becauſe they have there- 
by furniſhed me with a very juſt Excuſe for 
the Defetts of my own Performance. 
But ſuch as it is, I now beg your Acer 

tance of from the Preſs: ; which I ſhould" never 
have yielded to do, if I could have contented 
my ſelf with obeying your Commands by 
halves. Accept alſo of my humble Acknow- 
ledgment for the great Civility, which E have 


received from you ; and believe me to be with. 


very great. ReſpeR, | * 
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PSA I. XXXIII 2. 


ery 16 the Nation whoſe: God is the 
Lord, and the People whom he hath 
ſy ind en . Inberitunce. (61 


. O al not md oo wy abou! inc od bill 
Wont: HE Right of God to govern the 
, World, being founded in his 
4 7 ö 2 Creation of ir, his Dominion muſt 
1 — be univetſal: And % tbe 
pe neuer fo impatient, ' the 
Fr oy =: Lord will be _ and without 
I e A their Conſent, without any Con- 
Do tract, impoſe his Laws upon all 
ations, and under whas,: Penalty he pleaſeth, exact 
Obedi ce. When thergfore a Nation is pronounced 
. Bleſſe ed, whoſe God ts * Lord, ſomething pecu- 
liar 


* 
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— 
liar muſt be underſtood by thoſe Words: They muſt 


import a great deal more than the bare Authori- 
and Providential Care of God 


ein M Creatures by his Power and 
— he zs — God of his own Inheritance by 
his Love and Kindneſs. This is true; but it is too 


general an Account of theſe comprehenſive Words. I 
ſhall therefore. 17 * 


Vue, Enquite more particularly What is underſtood 
by the Lord being the God of any People. And 
this cannot be done, without diſcovering at the 


ſame Rime, the unprakable 9 ſuch 


a Nation. 

And becauſe God never choſe but. on / 

© be his own Inheritance, which hy fen ds 7 7 | 

drove them out of the Land which he hai yen] 
and thereby diſſolved their Gov ; 

and State, and hath left tliem“ at Is 


than Wen er tlie Face of t ie. W rh 


| Gall * 

Secondly, Enquire by what Talg my y ie iis 
Time, may claim the Lord for their God. And 

eig Wen a' Nation is fo'Bfzd, as truly to 

hare der 3 nee N flies, by 

| what 
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— 
Wjhat Means this ineſtimblc Bieff ing _ be loſt 
And then, 
I ſhall make uſe of what will nerd bean lud, be 
the promoting of the ods __ 1 Deine 
of this ten V e A eee 


* 9 F bg) 


Fs. I am to . te. And this will be belt 
done by tracing the Words up ta the Fountain-Heady 
and examining, upon What Occaſion they were then 
uſed. they 3 found in Gen. ty. 3. Art 
Till give unto thee, aud ti feed after thes, the 
land wherein thou art a fran er, all the land of Ca- 
naan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion 3 and I will be their 
8 By vhich it appears, that they are Words of 

n\ chaſing, | the, very Form of Words, by 
KO 1 990 was pleaſed to enter into Covenant with £-' 
wt and his Seed after him; à Form in *God's' 


own judgment ſo ſignificant, that he never vaties from 
it. For when this Promiſe was ratify'd, and made! 
good tg; the People: themſelves at Mount Sinai, the 
firſt C DADE is introduced with: the fame D 
claration 3 AT i Lord thy God, ard ſop clit Rba- 
lon, Baus none other. Gods bat. . Anda | 
little after, 1220 tells Moſes, that he will duell a 


e be. their God ,, Exadi 29. 45 And: 
art in e fen the. — — | 
"on dae Ine io arte in che ſans! 
O 2013 nog 


But nothing more odio points out the extenſive 
Impo rt; of theſe few Words, than that; when St. 
Oy pk 2 2 * — the n Fernſalem coming down 

Harn, prepared: as: a. — as 
e For her 8 7 | eyen- tha. Saints: ms 
tag 
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the; bleſſed Inbabitants of that Holy City, hear no- 
thing more from God, but the ſame Words repeat- 
eg-1tg them And I heard, faith St. John, a great 
voir bur ef heaven, ſuying, Behold the tabernacle 
| of God is with men, and he will- dwelt with them, 
and they ſball be his people, and God himſelf ſhall 
| r With them, and be their Cod, Rev. 21. 2 7 : By * 
Ahich it appeats, that the. Lord's Promiſe to be the 
Cade of \ 61 Peoples iinplies, giving them" a Right, to 
all that is His, as viell in Heaven as itt Earth „ not 
oven excluding a Property itt himſelf: Fot the Nation 
who have the Lord for their God, have his Power 
for theit Defence, his Mercy. for their Pardon, his. 
Grace to aſſiſt them in their Duty, his Juſtice to a- 
venge them of their Enemies, and his Truth tô ſecure. 
them of the Perſotmance of his Promiſes. And thus 
to have a Property in the Attributes of God, is to have 
a Property in God; they not being really diſtinct 
from God, but differing only in our Concepti- 
ons. Thus likewiſe the Divine Perſons, "being un- 
divided in — — — 5 in the Covenant, 
| and thePtople 66: God bert: Property in eyery one of 
ein gave himſelf for Gd Undo cd and 
ons them for his Brethren ) by which means they are 
adopted into God's Famity, and the Father of Chriſt. 
truly becomes. their Father, So allo the Holy Ghoſt. 
| i utheirs: Helis ſent to them, and beſtows himſelf 
| upon them, to be their Sanctiſier and Comforter , 
| that he may dwelt in them as in - Temples of his. 
| own, and enrich them with his Gifts; his Light, his 
54. „ Sttength, his Joy, his Holineſs and Happineſs : by 
bw hboſe Operation alſo they have the Character an 
Reſemblance of God's Perfections imprinted upon 


them- 
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themſelves, which St. Peter ſcruples not to call, being 
partakers of the Divine Nature; 2 Pet. 1. 4. par- 
ticularly of the Glory and Immortality of it. And 
our Saviour's Argument to prove the Reſurrection 


of the Body, from Gods ſtiling himſelf, the God of 


Abraham, the God of Tſaac, and the God of Jacob, 
is a Demonſtration, that this Form of the Covenant 
doth import a Communication of Life and Immor- 
tality. For the living God can hold no Communion 


with the dead; whence it neceſſarily follows, that 


thoſe Patriarchs muſt live for ever; which they cannot 
do, unleſs theit Bodies be àgain united to their Souls; 
for during the Separation of them, they are in the State 
Death. 6 
e 18 the Lord thus to be the Godof his Fear, 
and are not they to be as entirely his People ? Ves ſure- 
ly, or elſe it could be no Covenant; and both. 
Parts of it are frequently join d together, when God 
ſays, I will be their God, and they ſball be 1 
people; ſumming; all their Duty to him, in the ſame 
Narr Way, as he doth all his Promiſes to them. And' 
2 what hath been already ſaid on God's Part of the 
ovenant, what his People's Part is in it will be eaſily 
ynderſſoqd.. 

. Tis not only to be ſubject to his Dominion, to depend 
upon him, and to be govern d by him; ſo all People up- 
on Earth are his: But it is alſo voluntarily to give 
him alſo a. Property in themſelves, to yield up 
their Hearts, and Mills, and Affections to him, 

and to refer all they do ultimately to his Glory ; 
not as free, and in their own Power; but Hit on- 


ly, who by Covenant hath condeſcended to be Theirs 


alſo; that they ſhould no longer live to —_— 
5 to 
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——"Tto Sin, to Satan, and to the World) but to Him 


only, who hath given himſclf to them. Their Minds 
ſhould be God's, to know him; their Will, to wor. 
ſhip and obey him their Heart, to love him; theit 
Ears, to hear his. Vo vice 4 ' their 40 55 lebten 
his Praiſe; and their Hands, oF do his > AH 
which is thus ſumm'd up by St. Paul ; Telding all 


your Members as Inſtruments f a wnto 
ad 5 Rom, 6. 13. 


. Second} , Since God never dete but one Nation 
to be His own Inheritance , promiſin them tõ 
be Their Go p; and my Nation ath 1 


Wiuhat Title, at this Day, 7 Nation can | 
1 , 99115 Claim to the Lord for their G. 


And the Anſwer to this Enquixy is very obj 
OUS : Ne if God never enter'd. into ſuch a Cove- 
pale t only with Abrabam, and his Sced' after 
| | LAtCYEr Nation claims the - Lord * heir 
60% l muſt claim under him with who made 

the Covenant. Which, although for ſome Time it 
of confined to the Jeus only, yet, from the Begin- 
40255 it was.. deſigned at laſt to extend a great 
ther: For * find, that . not only promi- 
04 TON, LIED. to | & his God, and. rhe G Cad of his 
em, 170 but gives him repeated Affurances, 
1 his 41 e Nations. of. 1 the Earth ſhould 
be. 5 eds A at the Times of the Me Mah, 
m, gut of, every Country . #he gatherm 
e People. was. 7a be, For. Chriſt Far che very 
Eoundation, upon Whi which the, Covenant of © Grice was 


82 ; buitt ; 
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built ; which being but One, muſt be the fame in 
both Teſtaments : And that of the New is never 
ſpoken of as different, but. only as a mote perfect 
State of the Same, which was long before made with 
Abraham. Thus old Zacharias, full of the Holy 
Ghoſt, tells us, that the Coming of the Meſſiab, 
was to perform the mercy. — on to our fore. fun- 
thers, and to remeinber hit holy Covenant; the Oath 
which he ſcware to our Father Abraham; Luke r. 
72, 71. And St. Peter tells the Jews, that Chriſt 
before was preached: unto tbem; Acts 3. 30. And 
St. Paul calls the Promiſe,” expreſsly, the Goſpel : 
And the S$9rztare, ſays he, fureſceing that God would 
Juſtify the Heathen thro faith, preached before the 
Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall all na- 
tions be bleſſed ; Gal. 3. 8. And the Faith which 
was imputed to Abraham for Righreduſncls, is re- 
commended as an Example for Chriſtians; aud he 


is called the Father, of the faithful, with regard to 


the Gentilet as well as:Fews 3 and the promiſe made 
to him four hundred and thirty years before the law, 
is called by the Apoſtle, the Covenant that was be- 


fore confirmed of God: in Chriſt.” Gal. 3. 17, 80 


that when the ſame Apoſtle, in another place, Rom. 
16. 25. calls the Preaching, of \Faſus Cbriſt, the Ne. 


velation of the Myſtery, which: was kept fecret fince - 
the 1wworld began; he muſt not be underſtood to 


mean, 4b/vlutely kept ſecret, but only in reſpett 
of the Promulgation of it among the Gentiler, or 


the Completion of it in thoſe Jatter Days among the 


Feuss. '} 231 J 


For though, in Subſtance, the Covenant of both 
Feſtaments be the. ſame ; yet it was” diftingaiſhi 


by 


— 


S 
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by many accidental Differences. To mention only 
Two of the moſt material. The Old exhibited the 
Holy Seed which was to bruiſe the ſerpent head, 
only as promiſed, and to come; the New, as al- 
ready come, and manifeſted to all Nations. The. 
Old Teſtament was all Symbolical and Figurative; 
in which the divine Myſteries, and Promiſe of Eter- 
nal Life, were wrapp'd up in the dark Coverings 


of Types and Ceremonies; but the Grace of God, 


in the New, was plain and open, and appeared to 
all men; Tit. 2. 11. Hence the former is com- 
pared to Night, becauſe the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
was not then riſen ; the latter, to the Light, the 


World being then vi/ited by the day-ſpring from on 


high. 


. Thirdly , Becauſe Experience hath ſhewn, that 
.. God may be provok d to caſt off 4 Choſen Peo- 
Pille; I am now to ſhew, by what means a. Na- 

tion may pull down that heavy Judgment up- 


And this will be beſt learrd, by obſerving by 


what means the Jeus loſt it; and that was their 


Infidelity, in the Meſſiab, and the Conſequences. of 
it, his Crucifixion. For although the Corruption of 
their Manners was often very great and general, 
their Idolatry grofs and frequent; yet nothing could 
proyoke God totally to caſt them off, till they caſt 
him off, by rejecting Chriſt, the Mediator of the Co- 
venant between them. God oftentimes ſuſpended 
his Favour; as they withdrew their Obedience, or 
choſe to themſelves other Gods. Sometimes they 
. were 


the So NS of the CLERO v. 
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were given up as a Prey to devourihg Plagues, ot 


meagre Famine : Once, to fatisfy the ſpeedy De- 
mands of God's juſt Indignation, the Earth open d 
her Mouth, to ſwallow up no ſmall Company of 
Free Thinters; who, in Contempt of God's: Ordi- 
nance, took upon themſelves to offer Incenſe; and 
Fire conſumed the reſt. God often leſt his People 
to the Rage and Fury of their Enemies, to be put 
to flight, flain, plunderd'; to be made tributary 
Slaves, or even. to be carry d away into Capti- 
vity. N 71 ; y b . — 

But theſe were Judgments, with reſpect to the Bo- 
dy Politick, Which had a Mixture of God's Fatherly 
Love with his Wrath; being deſigned to call to their 
Remembrance, 'who was I their God, and whoſe Peo- 
ple they had bound themſelves to be. The Divine 
Patience held out as yet; but, Infinite as it is, gave 
way at laſt, at the Completion of their Infidelity; 
when the Rulers and Governors, even the Great Fan- 
Hedrim, rejected, and perſecuted to death their Re- 
deemer; who, for ſo many Ages, had been expect- 
ed, and in whom all God's Promiſes had been made. 


This, at laſt, brought on the utter Exciſion of that 
| W 1 e ti 


Qhurch and Nationa... n dn 21 a6 F „ ie 
Neither was this Effect of . Infidelity. in Chriſt pe- 
culiar to the eus but it was an Effect neceſſa- 
rily flowing from the Nature of the Cauſe, and will 
be the ſame in all Ages. For, as Faith in -Chrift 


is the only Thing that gives any Nation a Title to 


the Benefits of the Covenant, and protures the Lord 
to be their Cod; ſo, Infidebtty in him, at all times, 
as certainly diſſolves the Covenant, and deprives them 
of all Pretence to be _ : Juheritance. . So that 
$154 | when 


4 
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when any Chriſtian Nation perceives the Seeds of In- 
fidelity in Chriſt ſown among them; in proportion 
to the Springing up and Increaſe of them, they ſec 
Deſtruction coming on, and a gradual Approach to 
their utter Ruin. The Nature of the Sin is the ſame 
as it was with the Jews ; and God's Arm is not ſhort- 
en'd ſince, ncither are _- Vials of his Wrath ex- 
hauſted.. 
The Son of Got, in human Fleſh, was then 
mock d, buffeted, and ſpit upon; and, as a vile Im- 
poſtor, was arraigned, condemned, and crucified /: 
And was 'it not for this, that God's Vengeance was 
ſo ſignally poured out upon them, an purſues them 
Rill to this very Day? | 
- But what, 1 beſeech you, do our Baptized: In- 
ſidels do leſs . They came into the World too late, 
to have the Pleaſure of Raining their Hands with 
his Blood, or to cry out, Crucify him, Crucify him; 
but they juſtify that Cry, and ſpare no Pains to 
ſuade the Wotld, that he was an LJpuflor; this . 
A. Rogue, and @ Cheat ;' who ſuffer d nothing, but 
what he deferwd. And what is this leſs than 
nailing him to the Croſs again „ and piercing his 
Side? What is counting. the Blood of the Covenant 
an itnholy thing 2. What is Crucifying the Son. 7 
Cad afraſh, and purting him to an open ſhame ; if 
this be not . And furc the Baptiſm of theſe Men 
eee of Chriſt, ee eee een 
a 
Well an it be 1 their Country, if their 
Guilt reach'd only te themſelves : But, alas l as Apo- 
Rates are Rebels: againſt God, 10- they are Traitors 
” *. King s 5 and not only uſe Net 


— — r — — 
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belt Endeavours to rob them both of their only ſure 
Defence, their God, the Lord of Hoſts ; but to 
draw him over to turn his mighty Arm againſt 
them, which no Power can reſiſt, nor Dy put 


by. 


If then, in a Chriſtian Country, Infidelity neceſſes 
xily carries Treaſon in it, and renders Men (in truth 
the moſt dangerous Conſpirators ; A firm Belief in 
Chriſt, and a warm Zeal for his Religion, will ren- . 
der Men the beſt Friends to their Country; whoſe 
Faith and Piety tend ſurely-to the keeping of the Lord 
for Their God. 

And if every good Chriſtian hath thus a Share in 
preſerving: that - invaluable Bleſſing; how great a Part 
in it muſt be aſcribd to that Order of Men, which 
Chriſt hath Inſtituted in his Church for the M- 
foro: to inſtruct his People in the true Faith; to 
draw Arguments (as the Apoſtles always do) fron 
the Articles of it, ſor an holy Life? Through whoſe 
Hands, by Chriſts Appointment, all the out ward 
Means of, Grace muſt be convey d. Tis their Buſt- 
neis to peach his Word, and adminiſter his holy 
Sagraments. Alowever this Sacred Order may of late 
have been -revited!, thtir Miniſirationt not only de“ 

a Thames z dure; 5 — — St. Paul di. 
med! the s o that 4s, to rerar 
——— thems, anal were: Phi 
in f be Lord, pied rr admoniſh'd :them's ant] to eſteein 
them wary: highly in love, for e 'T'Ep- 
Chap. 5. V. II 13%": 

„But, I Know, iawill be fail, a it⸗ofreh kath been 

in che / like Caſes) that 10 concern d only the VI 
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in that Age: which is no leſs than to ſay, the Church 
and that Age were to end together. But bleſſed 
be God, we have not ſo learned Chriſt. - We know 
that his Church here on Earth ſhall laſt 'as long as 
that, and that the Gates of Hell ſhall never pre- 
vail againſt it: And that therefore, in Spight of 
all the Emiſfaries ſent from thence, the Miniſtry 
of Chriſt ſhall ſtand immoveable; for according to 
his on Conſtitution, he can have no Church with- 
om ith! i: 

Let theſe Thoughts dwell in our Minds, whih we 
take into Conſideration thoſe Wants which now call 
upon us for Relief. They are the Wants of ſuch, 
as haye either been made one with Men of this Sacred 
Order by Holy Matrimony, or by Deſcent have their 
Blood running in their Veins. This near Relation to 
an Order of Men, I will not ſay ſo «/efal, but ſo ne- 
ceſſary i in a Chriſtian Country, ſurely entitles them to 
a comfortable Subſiſtence in it.” When any Men by 
uſeful Inventions, by wiſe Counſels, by a faithful 
Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in them at Home, or 
by their Courage and Conduct in the Field, have 
done their. Country Signal Service; it hath been the 
Pradice of all Nations, to expreſs the Senſe of theit 

exit, by ſome Regard to their Families. It hatt 
not been thought enough to confine their Gratitude 
to the Pexſons of ſuch Men; but great Wealtli and 
Honour age very often tranſmitted down from them: 
to. diſtant Generations. And ſhall thoſe Walt the- 

| Ni mon, Comforts of Life, who are truly a Part 
ſuch Men, as are neceſſary Inſtruments in 
2 preſerving Wa us The Lord for our God; without 
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e Bleſſing, no Man's Art, or Arms, or Counſels 
can be ſucceſsful? | 

This, moſt Pious and Charitable Aſſembly anſwers, 
No; there is Care taken of them. And that the 
Proviſion made, doth not yet reach to the full 
Proportion of their Wants, is not cauſed by any 
Want of Zeal, or Induſtry in the Promoters, but 
in the Nature of this great Work; which is 
ſo cxtenſive, that it will require long Time to be com- 
leat. 
e To the Eternal Honour of our Nation, this Un- 
dertaking hath met with Encouragement from all Or- 
ders and Degrees. of Men amongſt us From the 
Crown it received its Life and. Being, by becoming 
a Corporation endow'd with, proper Powers to carry 
it on. Thoſe Powers, as ſoon as there was Occa- 
ſion, have. been enlarged by.. the..Picty of His Preſent 
moſt Gracio us ajeſty, Who moreover, joined 
himſelf. as, a "Fellow-Lab bourer in this Work. of Cha- 
e by what hath cp d from his own Royal 
Hands. 
And. God's Bleſſi it is manife ſeen, by 
"the —__ keen Na hath; . 2 505 up > 
who ſhipe as. Lights: to lead on others in the ſame 
Track &* . — Wer ey are too numerous to have 
juſt Honour paid them in ſuch ſhort, Diſcourſes, but 
their N ames are recorded where they will neyer dig, 
And their eee wil 5 1 55 ih ei 9 


membrance. by 
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That a 'Reproach Wich 1s Ag monty car Upon 
"Deith-bed' CHarity, vie. Ther ſurh Men ao 0 
5 than 197 ve what they -—E, teep , could by 
o "Means b Chattty charged upon bim, Who had 
8 e his Treaſure hexe etre, 200 only ſtayed t 4 
he could Sather it all together, in order to do the 
i Good. For what he laid out in a noble 
margemtent f #ih College, which was What they 
mich Wanted; plainly he d him to be as flee to 
"Part With his Money ia the beft Stare of Health, "as 
on his Death-bed. Nor indeed was his good Hu- 
dandry for [your Sakes, in any Part of Life tar- 
niſted With the leaſt Appearance of Avarice, but 
"he Tived as generous and chariradle 38 he dy'd; A 8 
We may With humble Confidence believe, that 
5 ' now at Reſt in Parddife, waiting with 
aicgice. Pte © Cornfott, * The Fon of man 'ſvall 
N oe 5 t; 4 4 the holy angels 8 
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of NS himſelf a fit Object for ſuch ati” Addres 
YtSnr Bie Savidür. We ſce, de churfes to put our 
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io 0 invite us to it, hen he accepts ha is 
dene for them, as done to himſelf And indeed, 
che Honour of God is ſo much concern d in it, that in 
ſome Sende, the Many ſo grep _ be nn Laue to 
be giyen hM. Y 
The great Paxerty, which hath ener been to0-vi- 
ſible in the World, bach always been objected a- 
gainſt Providence by wicked Men; as if our Maker 
Was either gegardleſs of his Creatuxes, or not able 
ſufficiently to provide for them. In one Caſe, he 
is profanely compared to he Oftrich, which, we are 
told, is hardend | againſt her young ones ,' as though 
they were met. leres and in the other Caſe, to a 
vain Man, who aut of Pride and Oſtentation, keeps 
more Setyants than he can maintain. But there is 
not mote Impiety than Falſhoad in this Oejedlon, 3 
there being large Stores laid up by God for all ſuck 
as ate not provided for in the —— — of 
his Rrovidencc- Fer whereever God ath given 4 
Riches, he hath laid up for the Poor, _ given”. 
them ſuch a Title to their. Part of them, as no 
Power on Earth can deprive them of. Tis a Right 
which: no falſe Witnels can - \wear them out of, 
nor cotrupt Judge interpret away: It ſtands good in 
Defiance of the i greateſt Armies, and is out of the. 
Reach of the Legiſlature it ſelf; being eſtabliſhed by” 
the great Proprietor of all Things, the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. So that the Poverty among 
Men, and the Diſhonour which redounds from thenees. 
to Cod; is all to be laid to their Charge, with®: 
hom he has truſted this laſt Reſerve of his Bounty, 
and which they have fraydulently detained in their 
ä Which is o heinous * chat 
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at the laſt tremendous Day, it will extort a dreadful 
Sentence from the moſt merciful Jeſus:' when he 


. 


will ſet; ſuch Men on his left Hand, and ſay to 


them, Depart. from me, ye curſed, into everlaſiin 

Fire, —— for the Devil = his - Angels, FE 
T was an hungrrd; ant he gave me no ineat; I was 
thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; I was 4 ſtranger, 
and ye took" me. not in; naked, and ye cloathed 


Mme not; ſeck and in priſon, and ye biſited me 
er . 5:3 no l 49031-30t bin o VinzizAAul 


God forbid, any one of \Us ſhould be then found {1 


among thoſe unfaithful; Stewards. We cannot but 
ſee, how highly it concerns us to make uſe of the 


Time we have, tos good unto all men; not except- 


ing even thoſe, Who by their Sin and Folly have 
diſtreſs d themſelves: But let us not nom forget, that 


we are more eſpecially bound ſo to do, to them who 


. 


o 


” 
£ 
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are of the hauſhold of faith : To them who are not 


the Authors of their own Wants, but who have 


. 
+ 


providentially been born to Penury and Want.; and 


that not rarely occaſioned by the Virtue of their Fa- 


3 


thers, who choſe rather to want Bread, than to 


abound in it by baſe and ſinful- Compliances: To 
the Widows and Orphans of thoſe, who have ſpent 


their Lives in guiding. Souls in their Way to Hea- | 


ven; whoſe Buſineſs it was, to teach, explain, and 


defend that Faith, which only can give us a Title 
to the Lord for our God, and our. ſelves to be his In- 


heritance.; In ſhort ; To ſuch as are left hungry, and 
us. with his um Righteouſneſs, and who ig gone 
before, to provide Manſions for us in his Fut herr 
5 King- 


thirſty, and naked, by the Miniſters: of Chriſt: Chriſt,” 
who feeds us with he Bread of Life, and cloaths* 
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Kingdom. Where the Charitable Man, when he ſhall 


overtake his Alms , which he ſent up thither, to 
make way for him, will be welcom d by his Re- 
deemer; and the Comfort which the Son, of God 
felt, by the Beneficence of pious Chriſtians to the at- 


flicted Members of his Myſtical Body the Church, will 
be thankfully acknowledg'd, and return'd in a Man- 
ner anſwerable to the Dignity and Ability of the 


Great Perſon ho. SWnus the Minune His Father 


— 


This being 2 : 2 — — da. or 
Heart conceive, the Advantage of; thus ctnploying 
our Money? While it is in our Hands, hom many 
Ways may it flip out of them? At moſt, we can 
keep it no longer than our Life, every Moment of 
| Which, for ought we.. know, May sche the laſt. But 

we lay up our Treaſure:is Henne There it will 

* — ſe for us, not deceitful ſtinging Pleaſures, not 
—— Palaces, not the tawdry Pageantry of 
Grandeur, empty Titles, and the Flattery of Syco- 
phants : but an Eternal Reſt in the Fruition of God, 


the Fountain of all good; an Happineſs no leſs ſecure 
than great. 


Do not our He 
tient longing for i 
now in our HandF, < 


ue With an impa- 
5 an Opportunity 
Advance towards 
dt, apd'when he puts his 
Hand into the Baſo GEN. ging with his Mo- 
ney: No; if he wil ORE Word of God for 
it, he is laying it* up f. 5 and the Increaſe will 


8 
it ? Let no Man deteniethimaſt 


be ſuch, that in the ſtricteſt Propricty of Speech, the 
D more 
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more he gives, the richer will he return Home. At 
the general Day of Retribution, he will find it brought 
to his Account, more by an Hundred-fold , and will 
look back upon all ſuch charitable Acts as this, as ſo 
many Steps to Heaven ; and ſpend Eternity in bleſſing 
and praiſing God, by the Help of whoſe Grace he laid 
hold of ſach Opportunities. 


e 


Now, that we all here may improve this Oppor- 
tunity at preſent to the beſt Advantage; and, 
as we meet together to join in the ſame Act 
of Piety and Charity, that we may alſo, at the 
Laſt Day, meet together to partake of the Re- 
ward of it; GOD, of his Infinite Mercy, 
grant. | 


To whom, with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and _ Might, Majeſty 
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